
 
Ranch of the Rockies 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Date: July 14, 2018 

Call to Order: President Ron Rose at 8:58 am.  
Directors Present: Ron Rose, Tom Wells, Gary Woirhaye, David Loring, Dennis Ann Strong 
Ranch Manager, John Adams, and Bookkeeper, Carole Smith 
Members Present: Ed Hart, Darryl Atherton, Darla Kohring, Kit Loring, Sue Wall, Roy Wall, Chad Ohmer 
Guests Present: Chris Tingle, Hartsel Fire, and Deanna Duell 

● Review Agenda. Tom moved and Dave seconded a motion to approve the agenda as 
printed. Unanimously approved.  

● Discuss and approve minutes of June 9 meeting:  Tom moved and Dave seconded a motion to 
approve the minutes as printed. Unanimously approved.  

● Discuss and approve minutes of Special Meeting, July 8, 2017. Tom moved and Gary 
seconded a motion to approve the minutes as printed. Unanimously approved.  

Recognition/Presentation of Members/Guests 
● Hartsel Fire: Chris Tingle presented a map and update of the Weston Pass fire and commented 

that it is 83 % contained.  The Buffalo Peaks Wilderness will continue to burn a while. Control is 
being turned over to the local Forest service and Fire Dept. The weather conditions have helped. 
They laid out 15,000 ft. of hose to protect CORA. He stressed concern that too much rain would 
bring waste down from the burn area. He asked that we not donate gifts in kind to the Forest 
Service. They have contracts that prohibit the acceptance of these gifts. Members who wish to 
donate should do so to the local fire department. Chris also reported that the chipper will be out 
on the roads during Sept. and Oct. by appointment and with an adequate donation by the lot 
owner to cover the cost and effort by the volunteers.  

● Ed Hart, thanked the Board and volunteers for the great clean up, fix up, and restoration efforts 
this spring and summer.  

- He encouraged the Board to consider purchasing a commercial Pet Way Station container for the 
dog park.  

- He did not feel another burn pit is necessary. He asked that we consider contracting with a local 
landfill to take wood.  

- He hoped the Pavilion will be cleaned up by the picnic. He asked about the soffits which we have 
finally received a bid on.  

- Finally he encouraged the Board to look into a playground space for young kids.  
● Daryl Atherton also commented on the playground and mentioned that Steve Plumb has 

expertise in this area.  
Committee Report 

● Architectural Committee: Only one project was submitted for Lot 678 with a shed, no permit is 
needed.  

● Rules Enforcement Committee. Darla spoke with the county on July 9 and was told they are too 
busy giving out permits to check on violations. The lighting issue mentioned at the June 9, 2018 
meeting has been turned off. Concern was expressed with the corner of Ranch Road and Angus 
Court.  

- A question was brought by John concerning fences. If the fence is under 8 ft. In height, the county 
does not have a rule. Neither does the Ranch.  

Treasurer’s Report, Dave Loring 
9:35 

● Dave presented the June Treasurer’s report.  
● Review of 2019 budget procedure. Dave expressed that “the Board needs to get the whole 

budget deal cleared up by the end of the year.”  He will bring specifics to the next meeting.  
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● Dave asked that we consider applying for 501 C 4 designation for tax purposes. We are currently 
a 528 entity. He enumerated some benefits such as accepting donations. Tom asked about 
potential obligations that we might incur if we go to a 501 C 4. Dave was not aware of any. Tom 
encouraged the Board to make sure the benefits are worth going forward.  

● Previous Action Item: Update on survey pens/stakes for new property. Dave had no update on 
the placement of the corner markers. Ron reported that he and Dennis Ann had gone to Fairplay 
to finalize the process of adding the property to the Ranch plat map. Currently the maps are at 
the title company awaiting title clearance.  

- Future Action Item: Ron and Dennis Ann will complete the process with the title company and 
have the documents recorded with the county.  

● We were given a tax notice on the new properties from Park County. Dave had reported at a prior 
meeting that the County had waived taxes back to the purchase date in 2017 once the plat 
amendment is completed.  

- Future Action Item: Tom agreed to pursue this tax bill with the county.  
Vice President’s Report, Tom Wells 

● Previous Action Item: County water usage update.Tom is working with our water attorney to 
resolve the request with Road and Bridge and stress that we need to know how much water Road 
and Bridge needs to suppress dust on our roads. We have complied for several years in the past 
with their requests specifically for this purpose. Tom called the county on June 25 to make an 
appointment to meet with Road and Bridge. He has had no contact from them regarding this 
request. He will continue to pursue this.  

● There will be a water meeting with CORA, August 1, 2018 at 10:00 am. The meeting is at CORA 
this year.  

● Future Action Item: Tom expressed the need to appoint a water committee. He will continue to 
serve, but is concerned that at some point, someone else will need to take over.  

● Tom received a complaint about one of the cattle guards being full of rocks, and it is unable to 
prevent the  encroachment of cattle. This is a County Road and Bridge requirement to handle.  

Secretary’s Report, Dennis Ann Strong 
● Previous Action Item: Dennis Ann researched the issue of whether we can post a draft copy of 

the minutes once the Board has had time to review them. She could find nothing in law or 
Robert’s Rules of Order that prevents this. However, the customary practice for organizations is 
that the minutes are not distributed until approved. She recommended that we continue our 
current practices.  

● Future Action Item: Tom brought his concern with the current maintenance of the website and 
the need for future boards should address this issue. Joe Julia and his son had initiated the site, 
and Ron ran it for a while. Andy Meng currently takes care of the server side on a completely 
volunteer basis. Concern was also raised that we have two interfaces for our members, our 
Forum and Next Door. Ron made the suggestion that this redundancy is unnecessary and the 
Next Door app provides a simpler access and notice mechanism.  

Member At Large, Gary Woirhaye 
● Picnic Plan update: County Commissioner Mike Brazell and Dick Elsner will attend. Chris Tingle 

will come from Hartsel Fire and the Forest Service has not returned the invite. South Park 
Telephone, Dave Shipley will be there, and Parks and Wildlife will not be there. Tentatively, 
Sheriff Wegener will bring the new Sheriff.  

● The gate for the new compactor access has been installed. Both gates will be operational during 
the transition and will have an inside release. The security system can be installed now that the 
gate is in place.  
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President’s Report, Ron Rose 
● Previous Action Item: Security system update. The Salida firm is ready with the installation and 

the components parts have been ordered and arrived. The Board agreed that each lot will have 
one designated card. Owners wishing to purchase one additional card will have to pay $5.00.  

● Ballot change communication. Ron prepared a statement to posted on the website explaining that 
Kathy Marshburn has withdrawn her candidacy and her votes will not count.  

Ranch Manager’s Report, John Adams 
● Reservoir Update: 608,379 gallons of water have been used up to this point for fire mitigation. 

However, water is currently running over the dam. This figure will be put in the water report. The 
reservoir remains closed until the Forest Service releases it.  

● Water Report: We had a 44 acre surplus in the last report. Mr. Garver was happy with the Forest 
Service agreement. Hartsel Fire also tracks the usage out of the reservoir and let’s us know the 
usage.  

● Previous Action Item: Update on the weir boxes: To replace the boxes,  we must have a 
detailed 3D drawing on the weir boxes before companies will estimate costs. The Board 
recommended that John obtain an estimate(s) on a CAD drawing for the weir boxes.  

● Previous Action Item: Available mailboxes, The Board discussed the concern that we have no 
way of knowing how many boxes are currently being used. 

- Future Action Item: John will take a list of boxes to the Hartsel Post Mistress and ask her to tell 
us which boxes are assigned. If necessary, John will go to the Fairplay office to secure this 
information.  

● Previous Action Item: Compactor gate. Item discussed under the Member at Large and 
President’s Report.  

● Previous Action Item:  Update on open dumpsters. Two dumpsters will be available until full 
from Aug. 10, 11, and 12 in the pasture near the Pavillion. The dumpsters will be behind a locked 
gate to enable John to monitor items. 

Unfinished Business 
● None 

New Business 
● None 

Adjournment 
Tom moved and Gary seconded a motion to adjourn at 11: 44 am.  Unanimously approved.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Dennis Ann Strong  
Secretary  
 


