
Ranch of the Rockies Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
November 9, 2019  

9:00 am, Ranch Office 
 

Call to Order 
Directors Present: Dennis Ann Strong, Rich Mumm, Gary Woirhaye, and Niki Griffin. Mark 
Wefler out of town.  
Ranch Manager: John Adams and Bookkeeper: Carole Smith 
Members and guests present: Chris Tingle, Harald Schmid, Clay Bandy, Jeremy Allenbaugh, 
Donna Kammes, Loretta Quinn, Dan Kyle 
 
Review Agenda: The Board corrected the agenda to read Architectural Committee report by 
Harald Schmid. Moved by Rich and seconded by Gary to accept the agenda as corrected 
Motion carried.  
 
Approve 10/12/19 Board meeting minutes: Moved by Niki and seconded by Rich to 
approved the October meeting minutes as printed. Motion carried.  
 
Recognition/Presentation of Members/Guests: 
• Hartsel Fire:  Chief Chris Tingle researched and presented the availability of a program known 
as Firewise USA. The purpose of the program is to assist the community in developing an 
assessment of our conditions and efforts towards creating a less vulnerable community to 
destruction and loss resulting from wildfires. Firewise Community USA, Dave Rood of Colorado 
Springs, would work with us to develop the assessment and make the results available to all 
Ranch members. Additionally, Chris Tingle would use the analysis to develop and communicate 
an evacuation plan under the Ready, Set, Go program to highlight preparedness and 
evacuation as needed. The Board engaged in a lengthy discussion of the merits of the 
programs including community fire mitigation efforts, and tax deductions for fire mitigation 
equipment and subcontracting. Gary moved and Niki seconded a motion to spend up to 
$1000.00 for a FireWise community assessment to better inform the community on fire 
mitigation needs and advantages. Motion carried 4-0. It was agreed that Rich Mumm would 
be an excellent choice to serve as the Board/Community Liaison to further explore these 
programs.  
 
Members to address the Board: None present.  
 
Committee Reports 
• Water Committee  - Clay Bandy 
John released 10 acre feet of water in October, and the weir has been installed and is in good 
operation. The trash rack for the release valve is ready, but will have to wait until the ice melts in 
the spring for installation. The creek work by Denver Water is currently on hold.  
Jeremy Allenbaugh reported on the most recent water report. It appears that the water quality is 
improving. We are further investigating the report with Parks and Wildlife representatives to 
ensure if we stock the reservoir next year the fish will survive.  
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• Architectural Review Committee: Harry Schmid reported the following reviews and 
approvals over the past month: 

- Lot 1028, 10924 Ranch Road, a 700 sq. ft. cabin.  
- Lot 68, 76 Buggy Court, a 1096 sq. ft. log cabin and a 576 sq. ft. log garage.  

 
• Rules Enforcement Committee: Janice Lehman was absent. Carole Smith, Rich Mumm, 
Dennis Ann Strong and Janice Lehman met during the month to develop a plan of action for 
handling rules violations. Two additional complaints were received during the month and will be 
addressed by letters to owners. The violations concerned trash from summer camping left on 
the property and unlicensed vehicles left on the property.  
  
Member at Large: Niki Griffin 

● December Christmas Party:  Niki reported that the Christmas Party will be December 7th 
at 2:00pm at Fire Station 5,  Ranch Road and Campfire Roads. We will continue with last 
theme, The Spirit of Giving. Niki has the November 20 website article and will clarify the 
Christmas Party and ask for volunteers.  

 
Treasurer’s Report: Gary Woirhaye 

● Gary reviewed the status of the accounts. Dennis Ann moved and Rich seconded to 
renew the Glacier Bank CD of $61,517.25 or investigate a better interest rate at one 
of our other locations. Motion carried 4-0.  

 
Secretary’s Report: Mark was absent from the meeting, but the Board commented on the 
completed weir box at the reservoir.  
 
Vice President’s Report: Rich Mumm 

●  Update on waste removal.  
Rich updated the Board on Chaffee County versus Mountain View Waste. We will solicit a bid 
from Mountain View if they wish to compete with the prior bid received from Chafee Teller 
County waste removal company.  
 
President’s Report: Dennis Ann Strong 

● Letters to Lot owners for unpaid dues 
We have received five responses on the amnesty program. All members have secured an 
acceptable pay off schedule.  
 

● Camping on Lots:  There appears to be no further activity on the lot in question, but the 
owner has not communicated with the Board.  

  
 
Ranch Manager’s Report: John Adams 
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● Campers on lots:  The list is diminishing more members are moving the campers to 
storage now that the snow has lessened. In the spring, John will work to  storage area 
since this enables campers and extra vehicles to be stored properly.  

 
● Buffalo Creek /Reservoir: Everything is iced up. The water levels are a lot higher for 

recording purposes. We are measuring more water as a result of the work on the weir 
box. Currently, the creek is flooding prior to our property and potentially compromising 
our reservoir and prevents us from repairing the fence. Snowfall, melt, and ice appear to 
have caused the creek to overflow. Dennis Ann will contact Denver Water regarding this 
concern to try and get the water above our land controlled and flowing properly in the 
creek bed.  

 
● John had to take the ranch truck in for a recall and maintenance. The radiator had gone 

out on the truck. Town and Country put a new one for $885.00. 
 

● Bulletin Boards repair and replacement: Due to the expense of replacing the Trout Creek 
and Campfire bulletin boards with durable, weather resistant boards, Rich moved and 
Gary seconded to remove the current boards because they are eye sores. Motion 
carried 4-0. 

 
● Replacement of signage: Dennis Ann asked that John compile a list of faded ranch signs 

around the Ranch and order replacements.  
 
Unfinished Business 

● Attorney proposal for updating RORA collection policies to meet state statutes: We will 
deal with this at the next documents meeting in 2020.  

  
New Business 

● Niki urged the Board to begin the process of securing a new ranch manager in the event 
that John formalizes his intent to retire in 2020. Dennis Ann will send out the Ranch 
Managers book with a request that we review this in the spring. Dennis Ann will also 
investigate the cost and process of background checks since this position consistently 
requires dealings with money and members.  

● John asked that the Board consider four solar powered speed limit signs to be placed on 
Ranch and Windmill Roads. He will contact Road and Bridge to begin the investigation.  

 
Adjournment: Rich moved and Niki seconded a motion to adjourn at 12:04 pm. Motion 
passed 4-0.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Dennis Ann Strong, President 
 

 


